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A new subspecies of Theretra nessus (Lepidoptera, Sphingidae, 
Macroglossinae) from Fiji 
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Abstract A new subspecies of Theretra nessus (Drury, 1773), T. n. albata ssp. n., is described 
from Fiji. 
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Theretra nessus (Drury, 1773) is widely distributed from India, Sri Lanka, Myanmar, 
Thailand, Vietnam, W. & S.China, Japan, Taiwan, Sundaland to Australasia, New 
Caledonia, Hawaii (introduced) (Holloway, 1987; Inoue et al., 1997). The author obtained 
two specimens of this species collected in Fiji. Through close comparison with Theretra 
nessus from the known localities, it turns out that these specimens represent a new subspecies. 
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Figs 1-4. Theretra nessus albata subsp. n. 1. Holotype #, Fiji. 2. Ditto, underside. 3. 
Paratype ?, Fiji. 4. Ditto, underside. 
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Figs 5-10. Theretra nessus nessus (Drury). 5. s, Rannonga Is. 6. Ditto, underside. 7. 
&', Timika. 8. Ditto, underside. 9. æ, Sabah. 10. Ditto, underside. 


Theretra nessus nessus (Drury) (Figs 5-10) 
Sphinx nessus Drury, 1773, Illust. exot. Insects. 2: Index [91], pl. 76: 1. 


Forewing usually with the costal area broadly darkened, the central area purplish brown or 
whitish brown, and the terminal area dark brown or yellow ocher. Hindwing whitish 
brown, with broad black marking in the central area, and the termen broadly darker. 
Underside of both wings reddish brown, and the forewing suffused with dark brown from the 


base to the central area. 


Material examined. 32 specimens. Assam, N. India, Wang Chin Pae, Thailand, Mindanao 
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Fig. 11. Male genitalia of Theretra nessus albata ssp. n., holotype. 


Is., Philippines, Iriomote Is., Japan, Sabah, Borneo, Pass Valley, Wamena & Timika, W. Irian, 
Bulolo,, Rabaul, New Britain Is., Papua New Guinea, Rannonga Is., Solomon Isls. 


Theretra nessus albata ssp. n. (Figs 1-4, 11) 


J. Length of forewing 51 mm, expanse 100mm. {. Length of forewing 57 mm, expanse 
105 mm. 


Distinguished from the nominotypical subspecies by the forewing being broadly whitish 
brown, the hindwing with the median black marking reduced and the whitish brown ground 
color wider and more conspicuous, the underside of both wings widely yellowish brown, and 
the forewing underside lacking black suffusion from the base to the central area. 


Forewing with apex falcate, costal area broadly darker, central area whitish brown, post- 
medial series of lines from apex to dorsum, terminal area yellow ocher. Hindwing whitish 
brown, central area narrow black, termen yellow ocher. Underside widely yellowish brown. 


Holotype. ™, Fiji, Viti Levu Is., Nuku, 7. ii. 1991 (Y. Ikeda leg.), in coll. H. Fukuda. 
Paratype. 1 }, same data as holotype, in coll. H. Fukuda. 


Distribution. Fiji. 
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FI OAAR Theretra nessus (Drury, 1773) ld, 1Y EP PS=azA-AVRAT IDV CRRA A 
OS, HARRISAI SIC tea. FESE CHRO Dor 74 Y—EORME AFL, A yY PAGS, 
94, AR, 7aUCY, HVAA, =2-HF=A7, CAV-T7HB, YUECYHBOMA*IEBL 
7. ORS, MADA l FUR Do RAE, RADR pA EEAO YD, A 
RDS D> REEDE < ARIZ eS, SIS + b RERS o kaeba, aOR 
K2 ò PREBIZ DWC HSB OMER<, BREDADO EEL, Theretra nessus albata 
ssp. n. & LTERRLI. EEA abata 3227F VG CAROR. 
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